
What keeps you in Durban North? > > The fact that it's so central.
and it's also got a nice atmosphere. What makes you want to go
to work every day? > > In my position there's so much freedom and
opportunity as the events we organise change continuously, and working
with NGOs is a very rewarding experience. What wo~ld you most like
to see happen in SA? > > The crime rate drop and a more reliable police force.Where were you when
the Simphiwe Tshabalala goal went in against Mexico on June 11,2010? > > We were watching
at home, cheering on South Africa. Where is your favourite place on the North Coast? > > Definitely
the beachfront. Umhlanga beach and. of course, Gateway for some indoor fun! But also all the restaurants in,

, Mackeurtan Avenue.
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> > An Umhlanga building wins prestigious 4 Star Green Star SA

KATYASMITH
katya.smith@expressmedia.co.za

THE address 24 Richefonde
Circle may not mean much to

some, but it is the latest greatest
eco offering in Umhlanga.
Nestled within Ridgeside Office

Park, the premises of Shepstone
and Wylie have just received a
4 Star Green Star SA, making it
officially a "green building".
The accolade, which specifically

means a four star rating in
both the "design" and "as built"
categories, makes the building the
second in South Africa to achieve
both ratings and the first in KZN.
And it's all thanks to Durban
North architect Raewyn Gowan of
Evolution Architects.

At the time, Gowan was with
Durban North firm Archi Angels,
which had handled the project,
and the successful venture has
clearly followed her to her new
home.
Gowan is the first to profess

the importance of ecologically
responsible architecture.
"After the 24 Richefonde

Circle project, we have become
increasingly aware of the value of
green buildings, not only regarding
the decreased ongoing running
costs of the building, but also
from the quality of the tenants'
experience and their overall
health."
The mark of a team of

professionals is all over the

building, bringing in green
concepts both big and small on
every level of the design.
These include design principles

such as paying careful attention
to the orientation of the building,
facade treatments (allowing
maximum natural light and
ventilation), solar control and
insulation.
The landscaping makes use of

the xeriscaping principle, which
provides for a selection of plants
which do not require additional
watering once established.
The building also promotes

ecology-conscious considerations
through waste recycling and frugal
use of water, irrigation and energy
management.
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